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Asthis chart illustrates, the relationship between Indian nations and the federal
government is based on Indian nations’ status asinherent sovereigns. This status means
that tribes have ahigher lega status than states. States, therefor, exert jurisdiction over
tribes only with Congressional approval. This chart also indicatesthat Indian nations,
whose powers spring from their own sovereignty, are only partialy under the
authority of the U.S Congtitution.

Courtesy of a lecture by Sharon O’Brien, “Protecting Indian Religious Rights,,, presented for the American Indian Civics Project as a part of the 1997/98 lecture series.
The American Indian Civics Project is funded by a grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation: Native American Higher Education Project - “Capturing the Dream.,,
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