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“[L]ike the year before, it was the antigovernment Patriot groups that grew most
dramatically (see list), at least partly on the basis of furious rhetoric from the right
aimed at the nation’s first black president — a man who has come to represent to
at least some Americans ongoing changes in the racial makeup of the country.
The Patriot groups, which had risen and fallen once before during the militia
movement of the 1990s, first came roaring back in 2009, when they rose 244% to
512 from 149 a year earlier. In 2010, they rose again sharply, adding 312 new
groups to reach 824, a 61% increase. The highest prior count of Patriot groups
came in 1996, when the SPLC found 858.
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“What seems certain is that President Obama will continue to serve as a lightning
rod for many on the political right, a man who represents both the federal
government and the fact that the racial make-up of the United States is changing,
something that upsets a significant number of white Americans. And that
suggests that the polarized politics of this country could get worse before
they get better.”
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“After four years of spectacular growth driven by the 2008 election of President
Obama and the nearly simultaneous collapse of the economy, the radical right in
America saw its first significant decrease in 2013. The shrinking numbers of hate
groups and, especially, antigovernment “Patriot” groups appear to be the result of
a host of factors, ranging from the co-opting of their issues by mainstream
politicians, to an improving economy, to law enforcement crackdown.

‘Enormous antipathy toward Obama clearly drove the surge in radical groups,
not to mention boosting the Tea Party groups that took off in 2009 and various
far-right politicians, that may now have ended. Their anger was not directed only
at Obama, but at the demographic change he represented — the Census Bureau
has predicted that whites will lose their white majority in the United States by
2043. But the president’s 2012 re-election, which was unexpected by much of the
political right, seemed to have the opposite effect, sapping the energy of many of
those who had assumed that Americans would finally rise in righteous fury
against him.

“In other words, the same groups that were galvanized by Obama’s first election
and swelled dramatically as a result, were demoralized by his re-election, which
seemed to signal that their battle was lost despite enormous effort.”
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