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Today’s Topics 

• Chicago Video 

• Immigration 

• Costa Reading: “The Rise of Women’s 

Paid Labor” 

– Labor Force Participation Rate 

– Women’s work in different eras 

– Type of jobs 

– Explanations for changes 

– Supply or Demand important?  







Women’s Labor Force Participation 

Rates 

• U-shaped 



Women’s work 

• 1820-1890 Mill work 

• 1890-1950 Clerical/teachers/nurses 

• 1950-1970 Married women & part time 

• 1970-today “careers” 

 

• Sweden and public sector 



Explanations for increased LFPR of 

Married Women 

• Supply 

• Demand 


